What mads the Mayans so special
and what happened to then?

The Mo,go, are no,hve Americans Of Mesoo,merico,, who buiu a greal civi[iso,hon in Hwe

tropical rainforest that lasted for over 2000 years. The earliest settlements were buill in

around 2000 BC lo the Peo,|< of MGHO, civilsation between 250 - 900 AD.
MAP 6F THE

MAY?"—‘.WGRLD - : Su,clclenlg, in qOO AD, mang significant MOHO setHements were mﬂsteriouslﬂ abandoned,

however some cihes li|<e Chichen Ilzo, sh“ le’wed o,nd Lo H1is do,g, some Mo,go,n lribes sh”
live here . /\t its Peak Hw Magan civilisahon hacl 40 cihes o,nd almost 2 mi[lion people. AH
Mo,yo, shared a similar cullure o,nd religion, bul each city governed ilself and had ils own

ruler. The cihes never came rogeHwer to form a single emPire. MOHOn Kings were conslaan

o,l war wiHm one o,noner, fighhng for slatus o,nd Prisoners Eo so,crifice to Hw 9ods.

Climole ond Pl’}HSiCOl Geogralphg HOW dO we I(HOW about Hne MOHOHS?

More Hlan 600 HCGFS later, Spanish

conquisladors discovered the

Mesoamerico, has a Lropical climo}e win [ots of ro,'mfo,”. The area

inhabited bH Hw Maﬂan People is characterised bﬂ dense ro,'mforesl and
ru'mecl cihes OJ.‘ Hw Magans! These

mang mounta'ms. This mo,cle 'Llf a Lrickg Place to bui[d, fo,rm o,ncl l'we!

cities and the artefacts which were discovered there

< The MQHMS > keu us abouk H‘»is incredible c'wilizahon.
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The first hunter
gatherers settle on the

Village farming and
trade becomes
established.

Earliest solar calendars

Mayan writing is
developed in
Mesoamerica.

_ Pacific coast. are invented.
?
DID YOU KNOW.' Nobod'y kh(')\'NS for sure why the Mayans W!—,a# makes #}lt Mayans 30 Spﬁeﬂa;?
abandoned their beautiful cities. It's a mysteryl However Mayan
people continue to live in Mesoamerica to this day - half of the Artefacts ' ‘ _\ndqrs
population of Guatamala is Mayan! The Mo,gans Produced some of the flnest arkin &2 4 smart bunch! They | re the onlg civilization

. : |
\ The social structure The first pyramids are Sites in the rainforest First contact with
adapts to include Kings. built. / \ are nbundoned Europeans made.

Glossory | Mesoamerica including painhngs, murals and ceramics. ‘ dénigd ., W & 3rogl$phs =% SHStem

' movemenks o the
Absolute Mon- | When one king has absolute power over his people 3

archy

-”‘leH used matena[s SUCh as stone WOOd S

- ceramics, J'o,de and bone to decoro,te 5
Archaeology | The study of the past through artefacts and remains

their bui[dings and fo make objects.

Artefact An object made by a human

Cacao The plant which gives us cocoa beans for chocolate Religion Building

Chronological In time order or the order in which it really happened Re[tgton was very meortant to the Magans and it The Magans built sPecLacular Lemp[es, pﬂramtds and pa[aces
L ) - - o,ffected everHHl'mg People did. Theg believed in [Olis-OJ.‘ without Hme use of melal kools, the wheel or the help of

Civilisation A large organised group of people with their own language and well- :

developed way of life domesticated animals o help carry and Pu” malerials! The

diﬂerenk nalure gOdS WhO ruled

Codex/ Mayan books made from bark people's lives and decisions, such as

ruins of some cilies exist lo this daH.
Codices

the gods of maize, the Sun and fire.

Conquistador | Explorers and invaders who took over and exploited land

Theg 90V6 glfls l'O H\e gOdS l'O keep

Climate The typical weather for the region

them happg including blood and even human socrifices.
Hierarchy When people are ranked according fo status or power

Hieroglyphics | The name for symbols which make up writing So<:|ety Food and qummg

The MGHGI’IS developed o,dvo,nced fo,rming medes o,nd h(ld

Maize Another name for comn Maﬂan socielg was very organised! Each ci|;3 had its

amazing underslandmg OJ.' Hne seasons H”lat QllOWGCJ, Hwem LO

Mesoamerica [ From the Greek meaning “Middle” America G Iang who was in comple|:e conbrol over his

grow o,ll of Hte food H’»eﬂ needed ina very di f ficuu

PoktoPok | Mayan ball game thought fo represent battles of the gods subjects— this is known as an absolute monarchy. The . | climate. The mock imoortant coad cor the M
ralnfores ciimale. € MOoS lmPOr an J?OO ‘For € Gljans

kings had nobles to help him conlrol and run the cilg

Rainforest Dense forest in fropical areas with high levels of rain fall was maize. Did you know thak H’seg also invented chocolale

SLO[’G. There was a Sh"lCL hierarchg and eVGerOdH had

Stele A stone slab with writing but oan the mosk imporlanf Peop[e in Mo,go,n socieL\Lj were

their own Posi|:ion in societg.
Sacrifices To give up or kill something and give it to the gods allowed if!




