
 

 

What made the Mayans so special 

and what happened to them? 



 

 

Glossary 

Absolute Mon-

archy 

When one king has absolute power over his people 

Archaeology The study of the past  through artefacts and remains 

Artefact An object made by a human  

Cacao The plant which gives us cocoa beans for chocolate 

Chronological In time order or the order in which it really happened 

Civilisation A large organised group of people with their own language and well– 

developed way of life 

Codex/

Codices 

Mayan books made from bark 

Conquistador Explorers and invaders who took over and exploited land 

Climate The typical weather for the region 

Hierarchy When people are ranked according to status or power 

Hieroglyphics The name for  symbols which make up writing 

Maize Another name for corn 

Mesoamerica From the Greek meaning “Middle” America 

Pok to Pok Mayan ball game thought to represent battles of the gods 

Rainforest Dense forest in tropical areas with high levels of rain fall  

Stele A stone slab with writing 

Sacrifices To give up or kill something and give it to the gods 

 

Artefacts Writing and Calendars 

Religion Building 

Society 

—

Food and Farming 

2000-1000 BC 

What makes the Mayans so special? DID YOU KNOW? Nobody knows for sure why the Mayans 

abandoned their beautiful cities. It’s a mystery! However Mayan 

people continue to live in Mesoamerica to this day - half of the 

population of Guatamala is Mayan! 


