
The River  Nile dominates the 

Egyptian landscape 

How do we know about Ancient Egypt? 
Howard Carter 
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Tutankhamun—the most 

famous Egyptian pharaoh 



Archaeology The study of the past  through artefacts and remains 

Artefact An object made by a human  

Canopic Jar Jar used to hold the organs from a mummified body 

Cartouche  A tablet or stone carved with writing or pictures 

Chronological In time order or the order in which it really happened 

Civilisation A large organised group of people with their own language and well– 

developed way of life 

Embalm To prepare a dead body to preserve it so it doesn’t decay 

Excavate To dig up 

Hieroglyphics The name for Egyptian writing 

Irrigation To supply land or crops with water 

Linen Cloth made from the flax plant  

Mummy An embalmed body 

Papyrus Paper made from a plant which grows in and around water 

Pharaoh The monarchs of Ancient Egypt (male or female) 

Pyramid A structure with sloping sides and a pointed top built as the tomb of 

pharaohs 

Rosetta Stone A stone with Egyptian laws inscribed in three languages including hiero-

glyphics 

Sarcophagus A stone coffin 

Shabti Dolls Dolls or figures placed in a tomb to go with the deceased to the afterlife 

Shaduf A hand-operated device for lifting water 

Sphynx A mythical creature with a lion’s body & pharaoh’s head 

Tomb A vault or building in which to bury the dead 

 

Glossary 

BC  ‘Before Christ’ or the time before Christ was born.  

Afterlife Belief that after death the soul is  

reborn in a spiritual world 

Amulet Good luck charm 

Ancient Belonging to the distant past 

The Nile 
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